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The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii Testimony on HB 2520 HD3, SD1

Testimony to the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
Tuesday, April 1, 2008 at 10:15 a.m.
Conference Room 211, State Capitol
RE:
HOUSE BILL NO. 2520 HD3, SD1 RELATING TO CAREGIVERS
Chair Baker, Vice Chair Tsutsui, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jim Tollefson and I am the President and CEO of The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii ("The Chamber").  The Chamber supports HB 2520, HD3, SD1, as currently drafted.  
The Chamber is the largest business organization in Hawaii, representing over 1100 businesses.  Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less than 20 employees.  As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of members and the entire business community to improve the state’s economic climate and to foster positive action on issues of common concern.

HB 2520, HD3, SD1 creates a working group to address issues concerning support of family caregivers.
The Chamber commends the Legislature for seeking ways to address the current situation of caregivers and supports a statewide effort to address the growing number of family caregivers especially those who work while providing care.  
The Chamber believes, however, that employers and employees can balance work and caregiving through voluntary programs and/or incentives.  Employers understand the hardships that some employees are experiencing and care about the well-being of their employees.  Also, due to the low unemployment rate in Hawaii, employers realize the importance of taking care of their employees and offering benefits to retain their staff, so many are incentivized to voluntarily offer benefits that address caregiving responsibilities.  Many businesses are already providing a level of flexibility for employees who are in difficult situations.  

Nevertheless, businesses recognize the need to continue to explore the issue and seek solutions to support caregivers.  Therefore, The Chamber supports the SD1 version, which creates a working group to address issues concerning support of family caregivers.  
We believe that before the law is altered significantly especially when it changes the intent of the statute, a thorough and complete evaluation of the options should be conducted before enacting legislation.  This will mitigate unintended consequences especially as the previous versions significantly changed the intent of TDI.  We believe this is a more prudent approach at this time.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify and express our views.


