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Testimony to the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor
Monday, March 17, 2008; 9:00 a.m.

Conference Room 016
RE:
HOUSE BILL NO. 2974 RELATING TO LABOR
Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Hee and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jim Tollefson and I am the President and CEO of The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii ("The Chamber").  The Chamber does not support House Bill No. 2974, relating to Labor.

The Chamber is the largest business organization in Hawaii, representing over 1100 businesses.  Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less than 20 employees.  As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of members and the entire business community to improve the state’s economic climate and to foster positive action on issues of common concern.
This measure certifies entities as exclusive representatives absent an election where no other representatives are certified as the exclusive representatives.  It requires immediate collective bargaining between parties once entities are certified as exclusive representatives.
The Chamber does not believe it is appropriate or fair to the employee to remove his or her right to a secret ballot in determining their representation by a labor organization.  It is the employee’s fundamental right to cast their vote privately, without the undue pressure from management and the union.  Secret balloting is part of the democratic process which ensures fairness and the freedom of choice.  
The Chamber respectfully requests that the committee holds this bill.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

