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	Issue/Bill Number

ABC’s Position
	Description

	Status/Comments/Action Needed

(items in red request your action)



	Plumbing/Mechanical Licensing Changes

HF 392

ABC of Iowa supports.
	Makes changes to the plumbing and mechanical statewide licensing law, including reducing fees.

Click here to read HF 392.
	Passed Iowa House on March 16 (70 yes votes to 23 no votes).
Passed Iowa Senate on April 13 (50 yes votes and zero no votes.)  The Senate amended the bill slightly, and the Iowa House is expected to accept those changes next week.
Signed into law by the Governor on April 28.



	Electrical inspection exemption for farmers

HF 618

ABC of Iowa opposes.
	This bill would exempt farm property from statewide electrical inspections.  Farmers already have an exemption from licensing requirements.

Click here to read HF 618.
	Passed Iowa House on March 17 (60 yes votes to 33 no votes).
The Senate failed to adopt the compromise which was reached between most of the parties involved, so the bill did not move forward.

	Mechanics Lien Changes

HF 675 (formerly HF 633 and 262)
ABC of Iowa supports.
	A bill for an act concerning mechanics' liens including the establishment of a state construction registry for residential construction property and including effective date provisions. 

Click here to read HF 675.
	Passed Iowa House on April 13 (68 yes votes to 29 no votes.)
In Senate Ways & Means Committee.  Subcommittee held April 26.

	Indemnification

HF 483 (formerly HSB 80)

SF 396 (formerly SSB 1172)

SSB 1085 – no longer alive

ABC of Iowa supports.
	HF 483 makes changes to the indemnification provisions in construction contracts.

SF 396 is a “shell bill” that was passed in order to keep the issue alive in the Senate and provide a mechanism for the issue to come to the floor of the Senate and be amended to include actual language about indemnification.

Click here to read SF 396.
	SF 396 passed the Iowa Senate on March 22 (47 yes votes to 1 no vote).  Passed the Iowa House on March 30 (84 yes votes to 12 no votes).

Signed into law by the Governor on April 7. 

	Consumer Protection from Storm-Chaser Contractors
SF 466 (formerly SSB 1168)
HF 595 (formerly HSB 186)
ABC of Iowa is working to amend.
	These bills would provide protections to consumers who sign contracts with contractors to repair work after a storm, and then find out after signing the contract that their insurance will not cover the work.  The bills would allow a consumer to cancel a contract five days after getting such notification from their insurer.  ABC of Iowa believes that contractors who have already begun work within that timeframe must also be protected and is working to amend these bills.
Click here to read SF 466.
	SF 466 passed the Iowa Senate on March 30 (47 yes votes to 2 no votes).

	Local public improvement notice
HF 516 (formerly HSB 196)

ABC of Iowa is reviewing.
	The bill requires that a city provide 48-hour advance notice to a contractor before considering the acceptance of subdivision improvements constructed by the contractor.
Click here to read HF 516.
	The bill was amended to remove the bonding requirements and passed the House on March 22 unanimously.
Passed Senate unanimously on April 7.
Signed into law by the Governor on April 15.

	Routine maintenance on fire sprinkler systems

SF 197 (formerly SSB 1067)
ABC of Iowa opposes.
	Revises the definition of routine maintenance of a fire protection system, expanding the definition to include the replacement of sprinkler heads or nozzles and the temporary disabling and subsequent restarting of a system as necessary to perform such routine maintenance.

Click here to read SF 197.
	Passed Senate March 8. Now in House State Government Committee.  As the bill passed the Senate, it was amended to allow electrical licensees an extension in completing their continuing education requirements this year for the current renewal cycle.

Passed Iowa House April 11 unanimously.
Signed into law by the Governor on April 19.

	Workers Comp Changes – Pro-Business
HF 637 (formerly HF 120)

ABC of Iowa supports.
	All of these bills make changes to workers comp which would be favorable to employers.  

Click here to read HF 637.
	HF 637 has been referred to the House Ways & Means Committee.


	Geothermal Code Change

HF 635 (formerly HF 335)
ABC of Iowa is reviewing.
	Creates a tax credit for geothermal systems.  
Click here to read HF 635.
	Passed committee before funnel deadline, and then was referred to House Ways & Means Committee.


	Dead Bills after 2nd Funnel Deadline

	Retention of funds on public projects

HF 458 (formerly HSB 10)
ABC of Iowa supports.
	This bill makes modifications to current law regarding notification requirements on public projects.

Click here to read HF 458.

	Passed Iowa House on March 24 (55 yes votes to 39 no votes). 

	Green building

SF 394 (formerly SSB 1091)

ABC of Iowa supports.
	Would require new state-owned buildings to be built green.  (Proposed by ABC of Iowa’s Green Building Leadership Council.)

Click here to read SF 394.
	Passed Iowa Senate on March 8.  Now in House State Government Committee.

	Public Project Bidding Changes – Includes ban on PLAs, Iowa Contractor Preference

HF 473 (formerly HSB 91)

ABC of Iowa supports.
	A bill relating to bidding and contracting for public improvement, public works, and public road projects and including effective date and applicability provisions.

Click here to read HF 473.

	Passed Iowa House on March 23 (59 yes votes to 37 no votes).  In Senate Labor Committee.



	Construction contracts

HF 381

ABC of Iowa is reviewing.
	A bill for an act relating to the rights of parties to private and public construction contracts and including applicability provisions.

Click here to read HF 381.
	Passed committee before funnel deadline.  The bill is not expected to come up for a vote of the full House.

	Asbestos licensing modifications

SF 290 (formerly SSB 1037)

ABC of Iowa is monitoring.
	Would require the execution of a $25,000 surety bond for contractors doing removal or encapsulation of asbestos.  Also creates licensing of air samplers for asbestos projects.  The bill sets out qualification requirements for obtaining a license to conduct air sampling for asbestos projects.
Click here to read SF 290.
	Passed Senate March 7. Now in House Labor Committee.

	Wage dispute modifications

SF 311 (formerly SF 116)

ABC of Iowa opposes.
	Updates current law to allow an employee to recover up to twice the amount of unpaid wages. Current law only allows recovery of the amount of unpaid wages.

Click here to read SF 311.
	Passed Senate March 8. Now in House Labor Committee.

	Workers Comp Changes – Pro-Business

HF 401 (formerly HSB 40)

HF 523 (formerly HF 215)

HF 515 (formerly HF 311)

HF 567 (formerly HSB 101)

HF 522 (formerly HSB 173) 

ABC of Iowa supports.
	All of these bills make changes to workers comp which would be favorable to employers.  

Click here to read HF 401.
Click here to read HF 523.
Click here to read HF 515.
Click here to read HF 567.
Click here to read HF 522.

	HF 401 Passed House on March 14 (59 yes votes to 36 no votes).

HF 523 Passed House on March 22 (61 yes votes to 34 no votes).

HF 515, HF 567, and HF 522 are all on the House Calendar.




	Dead Bills after 1st Funnel Deadline

	Changes to mass layoff notice law
HF 26

ABC of Iowa supports. 
	Creates an exemption of seasonal employees from the law requiring notice for mass layoffs for companies with over 25 employees.
Click here to read HF 26.

	

	Solar panel licensing
SF 27
ABC of Iowa is monitoring.
	Creates licensure for persons who install and maintain solar thermal systems and solar photovoltaic panels.

Click here to read SF 27.
	

	Alternative Delivery Method Pilot Project

HSB 73

SSB 1113

ABC of Iowa is monitoring.
	Would allow a pilot project regarding alternative delivery methods.

Click here to read HSB 73.
Click here to read SSB 1113.
	

	Private Sector Drug Testing

HF 313

SF 212

ABC of Iowa supports.
	A bill for an act concerning private sector employee drug testing.  Would allow drug testing on hair samples.
Click here to read HF 313.
Click here to read SF 212.

	

	School Construction Spending Limit

HSB 123

ABC of Iowa supports.
	Would put restrictions on how expensive a school construction project can be (related to cost per square foot not being more than the national average for a similar building).

Click here to read HSB 123.
	

	Contractor Registration Fees

HF 197

ABC of Iowa supports.
	Repeals requirement to pay a contractor registration fee.

Click here to read HF 197.
	

	State Bidder Preference

SF 276

ABC of Iowa supports.
	A bill for an act relating to reciprocal preferences for bidders on public improvement contracts.

Click here to read SF 276.
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