April 28, 2022

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy The Honorable Steve Scalise
Republican Leader Republican Whip

2468 Rayburn House Office Building 2049 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Elise Stefanik
Republican Conference Chair

2211 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Any Commitment to America Must Include a Bold Strategy to Protect Unborn Life
Dear Leaders:

We, the undersigned, represent hundreds of thousands of Americans across the states who care
deeply about the issues of life, family, and religious freedom. Although each of these issues is
vitally important, the prospect of seeing Roe v. Wade undermined or overturned and the
momentum currently behind the pro-life movement is unlike any we have seen before.
Therefore, as Republican leadership readies its conservative agenda for the next year, we urge
you to ensure that any commitment to America includes a bold, clear, and articulate plan to
protect the most vulnerable among us, the unborn.

Ever since 1973, when the U.S. Supreme Court handed down its misguided Roe v. Wade
decision and limited the ability of Congress and state legislatures to enact meaningful laws
protecting unborn life, organizations like ours have been diligently working to enact pro-life state
legislation that challenges the abortion precedent in Roe, protects the humanity and dignity of the
unborn, and fosters a culture that cares for unborn children and mothers targeted by the abortion
industry.

There has never been a better time to protect life. Americans support the pro-life policies we
have worked to enact in the states by large margins. A majority of Americans support prohibiting
taxpayer funding for abortion,* requiring clear health and safety standards for chemical abortion,?
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providing immediate medical care for infants who survive abortion,® and protecting unborn
children from the horrors of abortion as early as the first trimester.*

There have been major pro-life victories in recent years. Almost 600 pro-life laws have been
enacted in the states since Republicans took office in a majority of state capitols in January 2011,
making the past decade the most pro-life in history.> A Mississippi law protecting unborn life at
15 weeks gestation has been brought before the U.S. Supreme Court in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization, presenting a clear opportunity for the court to overturn Roe. In
September 2021, Texas became the first state to successfully enforce a law to protect unborn
children when a heartbeat can be detected (generally around five to six weeks gestation); this law
has reduced abortions in the state and received support from 55 percent of Texans, with even
broader support specifically among Latinos.® Three states—Alabama, Arkansas, and
Oklahoma—have successfully passed legislation prohibiting most abortions.” Strong pro-life
laws have also received bipartisan support, with Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards (D) working
with lawmakers from both parties in his state to sign a heartbeat protection act into law in 2019.8

However, the pro-abortion lobby has responded to these great pro-life successes by doubling
down on its promotion of abortion in contested and Left-leaning states. For example, California
and Maryland are considering laws to enshrine a right to abortion (the language of these bills
may even allow the killing of an infant after birth).® Hawaii, Maryland, and Washington have
loosened restrictions on who can perform abortions, allowing medical practitioners to perform
dangerous abortion procedures with less training. And New Mexico has repealed all of its
restrictions on abortion, leaving unborn children completely defenseless against this barbaric
practice.

For its part, the Biden administration has taken clear actions to promote abortion and undermine
pro-life successes in the states. It has gone after unrelated federal funding streams in pro-life
states and allowed chemical abortion pills to be shipped through the mail without any health and
safety protocols. Such extremist behavior from pro-abortion politicians will only increase as the
pro-life movement continues to gain momentum.
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Even if the Supreme Court overturns Roe this year, a strong congressional plan to protect unborn
life will be needed. Current public polling trends and the recent state-level legislative successes
indicate that congressional leaders would be wise to lean into the pro-life issue, not shy away
from it. Our states need members of Congress who will speak on behalf of the unborn, hold votes
on strong pro-life legislation, and push back against the Biden administration’s extreme pro-
abortion policies. We stand ready to support you in these efforts.

Life is winning in America. The pro-abortion lobby knows this, which is why they have been so
hard at work. Our pro-life leaders on Capitol Hill, who are the voice for millions of unborn
children in America, need to work equally as hard. Once again, we urge you to ensure that any
commitment to America includes a bold, clear, and articulate plan to protect unborn lives.

Sincerely,
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