
Subj: 2017 MILITARY VANGUARD AWARD NOivlINATION ICO AME! (AW) BRETT 
A. BINGHAM, USN

c. Na1rntive:

-Aviation Stm tural Mechanic Safety Equipment Fir t Cla s (AMEi) Bingham 
distingui hed him elf through pecific achievement while serving a Quality Assurance 
Representative at Electronic Attack ·quadron One Three Two onboard Naval Air Station 
Wbidbey I. land Washington. On 16 December 2016. AMEi Bingham' actions likely saved the 
live of two Naval Aviators and prevented injury to grmmd personnel and fmther damage to 
equipment· pecific accomplishment mclude: 

- On 16 December 2016 AlYfE 1 Bingham re ponded to a catastrophic mishap on aircraft
-43 an EA-18G Growler. A sudden rapid over-pres urization of the cockpit during the launch
evolution caused the canopy to explode, sending shards of gla s and pieces of the canopy frame in
all direction . Toe instantaneou de-pre smization of the cockpit caused significant injurie to
both aircrew rende1ing them incapacitated with the engine throttle remaining at high power.

- V/hile perfomiing mainteuance on another aircraft, Alv!El witne sed several Sailors
seeking the protection of the hangar bay. Without hesitation he instinctively ran toward the flight 
line, a sessed the ituation and began rendering a si tance. Realizing both engines remained at 80 
percent power, he selflessly instrncted another Sailor to lift him onto the port wing of aircraft 543. 
He quickly advanced to the now exposed cockpit and reached through battered glass and shards 
of metal to retard both throttles to OFF. AMEI Bingham' action greatly reduced the cllance of 
fiuther damage to the aircraft, nearby eqnipment aod injury Squadron grotmd per ormel. 

- A Nv.1:El Bingham began to un trap the aircrew from the ejection eat he realized the
seat had uot yet been de-armed. He immediately alerted the ground crew of the sih1atio11 and 
called for all afety pins to be passed to him. AMEl proceeded to secure both the fo1ward and aft 
ejection seats as well as the Emergency Canopy Jettison handles, thereby keeping himself and 
other from inadvertently activating the jetti on system and mitigating the potential for further 
damage. He then returned to the task of unstrapping the incapacitated aircrew. A1v1El Bingham 
then aided emergency response personnel in the removal of both aircrew from the aircraft and 
onto stretchers. 

2. Commanding Officers comment : AlvIEl Bingham' quick methodical. and calculated
actions facilitated a coordinated response to a dire situation while his personal initiative ensured
no fmiher injury or damage occtu-red. His cornpo ed leadership and brave1y under extreme
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY HAS AWARDED THE 

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS COMMENDATION MEDAL 

TO 
AVllTIOR STRUCTURAL IIBCJIAHXC SAFBTY BQO'XPJmNT 1'IUT CLASS (AVllTZOR WAR.FARE). 

BJtrrT A. BlNGJIAIC 

UlfXTm STATBS RAVY 

FOR 
XD.ITOaIO'O'S ACIIIBVIDIBNT AS QUALITY ASSOJtABCB llEPUSIDffATIVB AT SLBCTJlONIC ATTACJ: SQUADllON 132 OR 11 DBCBKBD. 201'. 
•rrrY OffICD. BIRQBAK SBLl"LBSSLY POT JIDlSBLP :rN IIAJUC' S WAY WBJ:Lll USPONDING TO A CATASTROPHIC laSBAP ON AIR.CRAFT
543. 1frTB BOTH BHGINBS AT IO PD.CDT, PETTY OPPICD BrNGBAM JUMPED ONTO TBB AIR.curt, JaPOSilfQ HIXSKLP TO
SBATTJDlED CA1'0PY m.ASS, A%1lCJlAl"T COKPOSITZ, A1G> DPLOSIWS. RB DIKBDllTBLY Rm>l1CXD TBB HISllAP llR.CRAFl" S
TDOTTLBS TO :IDLB, COIIPIRKBD BOTII BJBCTIOR SEATS WBllB 8AP'BD, t1NSTRAPPED THB AIRCllB'II FROM TIIBIR. SKA.TS, AND AIDED
1'XUT Jt.BSPONDIUlS Df TKS carrICALLY INJUIUD) AIR.ca.Blf' S EXPBDITIOl19 R.DOVAL ROM TD COCJ:PIT. BIS CALN D!XBANOR,
STSADPAST USPOIISB, AllD COmtAGBOtJS ACTIOHS PLA.YJ:D A QUCXAL ROLB I:N SAVDm Tim LIVES OP TWO SQtJADJtOHIIATBS. BY B"IS
ONSlfJDlvntO J>BTDXINATIOII, WISE JUDGXl:lff, A1G> COJIPLna DEDICATION TO DUTY, PBTTY OFPICD BDIGBAM UPLECTZD CJUmIT 
OPOlf BDISBLI' .AJIJ> OPIIBLJ> TD BJ:GB:BST TllAJ>ITIOHS OP TIIB UHJ:TED STATBS NAVAL SDVICE. 

GIVEN THIS 11TB DAY OF JAlfUARY 2017 
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•IJCllnART or Ta• NAYT 

S. T. PllJt 

CAPTAIN, U.S. NAVY 

COXIIANDD, ZLECTJlONZC ATTACX WING, 

l1.S. PACIPIC FI.Brr 

Enclosure ( 3) 


