March 23, 2016

The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Roy Blunt
Chairman Chairman

House Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on LHHS Subcommittee on LHHS

2358-B Rayburn House Office Building Washington, DC 20510

Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairmen Cole and Blunt:

We write to express our appreciation for the improvements to sex education policy you accomplished in FY
2016 and to encourage you to continue this good work in the FY 2017 spending bill.

In particular, we appreciate that you made these changes:
e Renamed the Competitive Abstinence Education (CAE) program to the Sexual Risk Avoidance (SRA)
program.
e Inserted key concepts from the Healthy Relationships Act to serve as the legislative definition for SRA
education.
e Doubled funding for this program without making similar increases to the President’s Teen Pregnancy
Prevention (TPP) Program.

This year, we urge you to maintain the important and vital policy improvements made in the FY 2016 final
spending bill and build upon these improvements by giving communities an equal choice in sex education
options. Toward this end, you set an important precedent in the LHHS bill by including funding parity between
the SRA and the TPP Programs. We hope you will work to make this a binding part of federal sex education
funding.

When President Obama sent his first budget to Congress, he slashed $100+ million in SRA funding. Those funds
were then used to begin the explicit Teen Pregnancy Prevention (TPP) Program. We ask that you work hard to
restore these funds for SRA education.

SRA programs work. More youth are waiting to have sex and they are escaping poverty as a result. SRA
educators empower students to avoid sex, and focus on their education, so that they can increase their chances
of being self sufficient, successful adults who build healthy families in the future. We hope we can count on
your support for SRA education, and the vulnerable youth who depend on these programs for a more promising
future.

Respectfully,
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