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Scope of Practice – AB 1467 (Salas and Low) – Assembly Business and Professions Committee 

• To become an optometrist, I had to complete a 4-year doctorate degree, yet not all of my training can 

be utilized in this state. 

• California schools of optometry must train optometrists to practice in all 50 states, including 

Oklahoma, Louisiana, Kentucky and Arkansas, where optometrists are permitted to perform minor 

surgical procedures and use lasers to treat glaucoma. Other states (such as Tennessee, New 

Mexico, Oregon, and Idaho) allow for certain injections and "lump and bump" removals from eyelids.  

• It is frustrating for me that my training goes to waste, especially when access to health care is a huge 

problem in our community. One in three Californians are covered by Medi-Cal, but almost 40 percent 

of specialty physicians do not accept new Medi-Cal patients.  

How to answer questions about what the bill does 

• AB 1467 would allow an optometrist and ophthalmologist to enter into a “Delegation of Services 

Agreement.” While the details are still subject to negotiations with the California Medical Association, 

the intent is to model the agreements currently used between physicians and physicians’ assistants. 

• Right now, physician assistants may perform surgical procedures under local anesthesia without the 

personal presence of the supervising physician. The “Delegated Service Agreement” determines 

exactly what is allowed under what circumstances. The physician also is required to review a certain 

percentage of chart notes. We think this same model can be used to allow optometrists to perform 

procedures that are commonly done by optometrists in other states. 

• For years, medicine has opposed optometrists performing minor surgical procedures independently. 

This new approach came out of our discussions with medicine last year and is intended to address 

their concerns. The proposal would expand access to care by freeing up highly trained surgeons so 

they can do more complicated surgeries that require their expertise. 

 

Technology 

• Optometrists encourage the use of technology but several companies are offering vision testing 

services that have not been approved by the FDA and that could cause real harm.  

• The technology is unproven and it’s being advertised as a replacement for a comprehensive eye 

exam. However, the online vision assessment is just one component of a comprehensive exam and 

cannot diagnose an asymptomatic patient with a serious eye or health problem. 

• Every day optometrists diagnose diabetic retinopathy, which can have no symptoms and is one of the 

leading causes of blindness in adults in the United States.  

• Due to early detection during comprehensive eye exams, people diagnosed in the earliest stages of 

diabetes have the opportunity to avoid vision loss and other serious complications.  

o It is estimated that 50 percent of California’s entire population has either diabetes to prediabetes; 

this alarming statistic underscores the importance of comprehensive eye exams for early 

detection of the deadly disease. 
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• COA wants to make sure that any health care services offered online meets the same standard of 

care that optometrists provide in our office. 

• It is reckless and can cause real harm to prescribe a contact lens without fitting and evaluating the 

patient. 

• If asked, Asm. Voepel plans to withdraw AB 156 at COA’s request because it was premature - we are 

expecting a ruling from the California Medical Board that may prevent the need for legislation.  

Medi-Cal – Budget request 

• The Medi-Cal system covers one out of every three Californians and continues to expand.  

• Medicaid reimbursement rates in California are the lowest in the nation.  

• There are not enough providers who accept Medi-Cal because rates are so low.  

o Give examples of how hard it is to find someone who will accept Medi-Cal in your area. 


