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Executive
Summary

State of Florida Cultural

Indicators

STATE OF FLORIDA CULTURAL INDICATORS

The Florida Family Policy Council is pleased to present the State of Florida Cultural Indicators.

This study tracks various Florida-specific and national measures of societal well-being dating

back to 1960, as statistics are available. Chapters are devoted to vital statistics; crime; educa-

tion; family; health; poverty and welfare; and business and government. Some highlights of

the study include:

Vital Statistics

e Since 1960, Florida’s population has in-
creased 248% to 19,057,542 in 2011, making
it the fourth largest state in the nation.

¢ Florida’s birth rate has been below the

national average for more than 50 years.

Crime

e Over the past 50 years, Florida's crime
rate has increased 50%. The state'’s crime
rate has remained about 36% above the
national average since 1960.

e After peaking in 1990, Florida’s violent
crime rate has fallen 55%. Since 1960, the
state’s violent crime rate has been, on aver-

age, 36% above the national average.

Family

e In 2009, Florida had the 12th highest mar-
riage rate and the ninth-highest divorce
rate in the nation. Both have been above the
national average for more than 35 years.

e Over the past 40 years, about 83,000
couples have divorced in Florida each year,
splitting the homes of about 53,000 children

every year.

e Over the past 50 years, births to unwed
mothers in Florida have increased from
9.5% of all births to 48%; and out-of-wedlock
births to women between the ages of 20-24
has increased even more to 72%

e For every 2.8 births in Florida in 2012,

there was one abortion.

Health

e The number of Medicaid recipients in
Florida has increased from 478,500 in 1980
to almost 3.7 million in 2010.

¢ Florida has the fifth highest rate of HIV

infection in the nation.

Poverty and Welfare
e In 2012, about one in every six Floridians

received some amount of food stamps.
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In 1994, former Reagan-Bush administration
official William J. Bennett published the first
Index of Leading Cultural Indicators (ILCI).
Bennett developed ILCI because he felt so-
cial and cultural trends should be monitored
carefully just as fiscal trends were being
tracked in the Index of Leading Economic
Indicators.

Seeing the national conversation that devel-
oped around Cultural Indicators, a number
of state policy organizations developed their
own state-specific ILCI studies. For the
Florida edition, we have chosen to follow not
only the typical social trends, but several fis-
cal areas that have an impact on families as
well. This extended focus is indicative of the
desire of the Florida Family Policy Council
to expand the scope of the organization to
address financial issues as well as social
concerns as they relate to the flourishing of
Florida’s families. Evidence concludes that
strong marriages and families are critical to
the success of both our economic and social
future, and the interrelationship between
the two. At the most fundamental level the
institutions of marriage and family produce
social order and fiscal stability in society.
This human flourishing lessens the need

for government’s safety net and reduces the
financial burden to the state caused by the
fragmentation and breakdown of the family.

Though the picture painted by Florida
Cultural Indicators isn’t an overall pleasant

one, we can find hope in the fact that every
problem measured in every metric in this
publication can be reduced with one cultural
change: Stronger families. In the cold facts
of this document there is no traditional vs.
libertarian, secular vs. religious, or Demo-
crat vs. Republican divide. All can agree that
weak family units lead to social maladies
that are detrimental to the bottom line for
government and for business. Strong fami-
lies are indispensible to a prosperous state.

This document is intended to start a state-
wide conversation, provide a benchmark for
Florida’s progress in various areas and make
readily available research for others to use.
By looking at an array of cultural trends in
statistical and chart form, elected officials,
community organizers, business leaders,
pastors, and other concerned citizens can
come together to chart a course for solving
the problems that these numbers reveal.

The document you hold in your hands or
review on your electronic device is your
invitation to continue that conversation with
us and to join us in developing the concrete
solutions for reshaping our laws, our atti-
tudes and our culture in a way that will lead
to a Florida where more families thrive.

Thank you for your service to Florida and its
families.

(PR A
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VITAL STATISTICS

Population

As of 2010, FLorIDA’S
population density of 350
persons per square mile is
four times greater than the

NATIONAL AVERAGE (87

By Florida s now the fourth largest
t
4 state in the Union.!

In 2012, the largest age group in Florida was

65 years of age and older (18.2% of the popu-
lation), followed by the 45-54 population
(14.2%), the 35-44 age group (12.5%) and
those between 25-34 years of age (12.3%).?

persons per square mile).®

From 1960 to 2012,
Froripa’s population
increased 248%, from
4,952,000 to 19,317,568.!

At the same time, the

Of Florida’s 2012 population, about 16% was
white (14.7 million), 16% was black (3.1 mil-
lion) and 2.5% was Asian (488,000).* Hispanics
of any race, black or white, comprised 23% (4.5

population of the entire million) of the states’ population; the larg-

UnrTep States increased
75%, from 179.3 million

to almost 314 million.?

est proportion of these (1.3 million; 29%)
were of Cuban descent, followed by those of
Puerto Rican origin (913,000; 20%).5
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8 0
| 75% White.
1 (147 millon)

After accounting for births and
1 / 2 deaths, approximately one half of
the population growth in Florida

from 2010 to 2012 was the result of Interna-
tional migration.”

It should be noted that these num-
bers include an estimated 740,000

illegal immigrants living in Florida in
2010. After California (2.8 million) and Texas

(1.8 million), Florida has the third largest
illegal immigrant population in the nation.?

16% Black
3.1 million)
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VITAL STATISTICS

In 2012, approximately 8.6% of
all births in Florida were low-
weight births (birth weights

of less than 2,500 grams / 5
pounds, 8 ounces), up from 8%
in 2000.'2 In 2012, Florida had
the I5th highest rank in low-weight
births.1s

Birth Rates (per 1000 persons)
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Birth Rates

Since 1960, FLoripa’s birth rate has

fallen from 23.3 per 1,000 persons
in 1960 to 11.2 per 1,000 in 2012,

a drop of 52%. NarionarLry, the birth rate fell
from 23.7 per 1,000 persons in 1960 to 12.7

in 2011—the most recent year national data
are available—a decline of 46%.°

Florida’s birth rate has been below the na-

tional average for more than 50 years.

In 2012, there were 212,954 live births in
Florida. Seventy-one percent of these were
to white mothers (150,866), while 29%
(61,327) were to blacks and other races. The
resident birth rate for whites was 10.1 births
per 1,000 population and 15.6 births per

1,000 population for blacks and other races.!®

Mothers of Hispanic origin accounted for
27% of all resident live births.!!



In 2012, there were 175,849 deaths in

Florida, for an average death rate of

9.1 persons per 1,000 population.* Since
1960, Florida's death rate has fallen 6%. From
1960 to 2011, the national death rate has fallen
15.7%, from 9.5 to 8.1 persons per 1,000 popula-

T tibn.'®

Death Rates (per 1000 persons)
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Death Rates

Age-adjusting a rate is a way to make
fairer comparisons between groups with
different age distributions. For example,
a county having a higher percentage of
elderly people may have a higher rate of
death or hospitalization than a county
with a younger population, merely be-
cause the elderly are more likely to die
or be hospitalized. The same distortion
can happen when comparisons are made
between races, genders, or time periods.
Age adjustment can make the different

groups more comparable.!®

When the death rates for Florida and the

nation as a whole are age-adjusted, Florida’s
death rate in 2012 decreased to 6.8, while
the national rate for 2011 dropped to 7.4.7

In 2011, the death rate for whites
u in Florida was almost double that

of blacks and those of other races
(10.2 versus 5.9, respectively).!® However,
when age-adjusted death rates are com-

pared, blacks and others die at a higher rate
(7.5) than whites (6.8)."



VITAL STATISTICS

The top four leading causes of resident infant
deaths in 2012 were: perinatal period condi-
tions; congenital malformations; accidents;
and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS).
These causes accounted for about 80% of the
1,285 infant deaths in 2012.23 Sixty-four per-
cent of these deaths occurred within the first
28 days after birth, and 39% occurred within
the first 24 hiotirs aftégbirth.2*
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Infant Mortality

Since 1960, infant mortality rates in

Florida have fallen 80%. 1 1960, al-

most 30 of every 1,000 babies born
in Florida died within the first year of their
life. By 2011, that number had dropped to
only 6 of every 1,000 babies.?°

Despite this progress, Florida’s infant mortal-
ity rate is slightly above the national average.
For 2010—the most recent year in which

all states can be compared—Florida (6.54

deaths per 1000 births) ranked 25th out

of 50 states and the District of Columbia.
Compared to her neighboring states, Florida
had a lower infant mortality rate than both
Alabama (8.71) and Georgia (6.42).%!

The infant death rate in Florida in 2012 for
blacks and other races (10.7) was more than
double that of whites (4.6). Most (71.1%) of

infant deaths were to mothers of non-His-

panic and non-Haitian origin.??
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Teen Births

In 2012, 16,142 children were born to teenage
mothers in Florida.

Since 1960, almost 1.25 million children in
Florida have been born into similar house-
holds.?®

o In 2011—the most recent year
° state comparisons are avail-
7.5% i il
able—Florida ranked 27th
among the states regarding the birth rates of
teenage mothers.?® In 2011, about 1.5% of all
births in Florida were to teenage mothers, com-

pared to about 7.8% nationwide.?”

In 2012, 91% (14,732) of teen mothers were
unmarried. Of these, 88% of white teen

mothers and 98% of black teen mothers in

Florida were unmarried.?®



' Crime Rates

In 2012, FLoripaA reported 725,944
Type I crimes—murder, rape, rob-

bery, aggravated assault, burglary,
larceny, and motor vehicle theft. This is
down from the 1994 peak of 1.1 million

o crimes, but about 5.4 times as many as in
1960 (133,919).%°

In 2012, there were almost 10.2

million crimes reported in the
) ) ) ) Unrtep States. This is down
Since 1960, Florida’s crime rate, which takes
] ) . 0 from the 1991 peak, when there were almost
into account population changes, increased SOA), . ]
14.9 million crimes.*°

from 2,704.6 crimes per 100,000 residents to
3,805.8 in 2012.

Since peaking in 1989, Florida’s crime rate has
dropped by 56% 3!

Crime Rates (per 100,000 population)

FLORIDA

UNITED STATES
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No data available for Florida for 1988
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Since 1960, FLoripA’s crime rate has averaged
about 36% above the national average.

From 1989 to 2012, the total NATIONAL crime
rate declined 44%. But between 1960 and

2012, the total crime rate rose 72% .32

While Florida’s share of the overall

national population increased from

2.8% in 1960 to 6.2% in 2012, its
share of all crimes committed in the United
States has risen at a faster rate, from 4% to
7.1% .33




' Violent Crime

In 2012, there were 93,965 violent crimes—
murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated
assault—reported in Florida. This is down
from the peak of 161,789 in 1993, but it is
almost 8.5 times as many as were reported
in 1960 (11,061).34

In 2012, about 13% of Florida’s crimes
were of a violent nature, compared

to 12% for the nation as a whole.3¢

Violent Crime (per 100,000 population)

FLORIDA
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In 2012, Florida’s violent crime rate was
492.6 per 100,000 population, down 5% from
2011. Since 1960, the state’s violent crime
rate has been, on average, 52% above the
national average.:s

Since 1960, Florida's violent crime
increased 447%), from 223.4 crimes
per 100,000 residents to 1220.9 in
1990, before decreasing to 492.6 in 2012.
Overall, Florida’s violent crime rate has

increased 121% since 1960.%”




' Prison Population

Since 1985, Florida’s adult prison popu-

lation sentenced to more than one year

has increased 260%. At the same tim , the
.S. adult prison pothion has risen 232%.%°

In 2011, | of every 185 persons (0.54%) of According to the Florida Department of
Prisoners (per 100,000 population) Florida's population was in a state or Corrections, of the prisoners in 2011,
federal prison serving a sentence of one 25% were incarcerated for drug offenses,
FLORIDA year or more, compared to 1 in every 17.5% for burglary,
500 195 (0.51%) of the national population. 15.2% for theft, forgery or fraud, and
UNITED STATES Florida’s incarceration rate is the ninth highest 13.8% for violent personal offenses.
- in the nation.*’ Only 3.4% had been sentenced for murder,

homicide or manslaughter.*!
In 2011, of the 103,055 prisoners in

Florida, 93% (95,913) were male. Since
2000, the number of female prisoners
has increased from 4,105 to 7,142. Ap-

Prisoners per 100,000 Population

proximately 0.2% (209) of all prisoners

was under the age of 18.4°

STATE OF FLORIDA CULTURAL INDICATORS 8



' Cost of Imprisonment

In 2012, Florida taxpayers spent about In 2012, Florida’s budget for corrections
$21,273 for each of the 100,527 inmates in the totaled $2.14 billion, not including $66.8

2 state’s prison system. This is down by million for capital outlay. Of this amount,
about 16% from $25,562 in 2011. Since 1996, $1.42 billion (65%) was for security and
Florida’s cost per inmate has risen 2.6 % institutional operations, $408 million
after rising and falling several times. If (18.5%) was for health services, and
these numbers are adjusted for inflation, the $217 million (10%) was for community
cost per inmate has actually fallen 30% since corrections. Less than three percent was
199642 These numbers do not include the spent on administration ($52.6 million), and
cost of capital improvements, such as new education and programs ($36.6 million).*3

prisons or renovations.

Annual Cost per Prisoner

INFLATION-ADIUSTED
DOLLARS

NOMINAL DOLLARS

Annual Cost per Prisoner
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Since 1990, the rate of substantiated

cases of child abuse in Florida has

declined b)’ 51% and by 32% nation-
ally.*8 In 2012, 59% of child abuse reports in
Florida originated from professionals, such
as legal and law enforcement personnel
(16.7%), education personnel (16.6%), social
services personnel (11.1%), and medical
personnel (8.5%). Fewer than 14% of reports
were from parents or other relatives, and

less than one percent from alleged victims.*
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Child Abuse

In 2012, there were 167,742 reports of child
abuse in Florida involving 371,094 children.
Not every report of child abuse or neglect is
authentic; each report must be investigated
to determine whether enough evidence
exists to conclude that maltreatment

occurred.**

Of the child abuse cases reported
.\ in 2012, 53,341 were identified as

actual victims—about one in 7.

Specifically, about one in every 11 children
in Florida was the subject of a child abuse
investigation, but only one in 75 was actually

substantiated as a victim.

UNITED STATES

1990 1992 1994 199 1998 000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012
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By comparison, about 1 in every
19 children nationwide was the
subject of an investigation, and

['in every 109 was actually substantiated as a

victim.®

In 2012, of Florida’s child abuse victims
47% were white, 29% were black, and 7% were
Hispanic.46 By comparison, Florida's total
youth population in 2012 (4,002,480) was
45% non-Hispanic white, 20% black, and
28% Hispanic.”




Academic Achievement

The fewer degrees an adult holds, the less their
earning potential. According to data collected
in 2012 by the U.S. Census Bureau, possessing a
high school diploma raises personal income for
Florida residents by $7,000 ($24,512) and a bach-
elor’s degree by almost $24,400 ($41,876).>

Academic Achievement

US HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE

FLORIDA HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATE

US COLLEGE DEGREE

Lawee==77 i FLORIDA COLLEGE DEGREE

2000 2005 2010 2015
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Since 1960, the percentage of

Florida residents age 25 and older

with a high school diploma has in-
creased 64%, while the percentage of adults
with at least a four-year college degree has
risen by 157%. By comparison, the percent-
age of adults nationwide with at least a high
school diploma or a college degree have

risen 56% and 172%), respectively.>°

In Florida, academic gains have been greatest
among blacks. Between 1970 and 2012, the
percentage of blacks with at least a high

school diploma increased from 24% to 80%,

a gain of 229%. By comparison, the percent-

age of whites with at least a high school
diploma rose by 68%, from 52% to 88% .5

In 2012, Florida ranked 34th in the nation
in the percentage of adults age 25 and older
with at least a high school diploma or its

equivalent® and 31st for adults holding at

least a bachelor’s degree.>?




In 2013, 112,554 high school students
in Florida—of which 74,649 were
seniors—took the SAT. Of these,

out of a maximum score of 800, the
average reading score was 492 and the
average math score was 490.55

SAT Scores

US READING

SAT Scores

Since 2000, Florida students’ SAT
u reading score has declined by 6 points,

while its math score has fallen by 10
points. The state’s reading and math scores

are 4 points and 24 points below the nation-

al average, respectively.5®

Male test takers in Florida scored higher
on reading (494) and math (506) than did
females (491 and 476, respectively). In the
category of writing, though, females scored
better (481) than males (467).%

Ethnicity is a significant predictor of SAT scores
in Florida. For reading, white students had
the highest average score (523), followed

by Asians (515) and American Indians or

Alaska natives (501). By comparison, blacks
scored lowest (430), followed by Mexicans or
Mexican Americans (450) and Puerto Rican
students (467). Similar relationships were
found for math: Asians scored highest (556),
followed by whites (520) and American In-
dians or Alaska natives (491). Again, blacks’
scores were the lowest (421), followed by
Mexicans or Mexican Americans (456) and
Puerto Ricans (457).58

Parental education levels were also a significant
predictor of the outcomes of SAT takers: the
average reading score of a student whose
parent(s) had no more than a high school
education was 473, while those whose
parent(s) had at least a bachelor’s degree

scored an average of 519.%°

—————

FLORIDA MATH S

FLORIDA READING
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The National Assessment of Educa-
tion Progress (NAEP) was mandated
by Congress in 1969 to monitor the
knowledge, skills, and performance
of the nation’s school children. One
form of monitoring has been national,
standardized tests in mathematics,
science, reading, geography, and other
subjects. NAEP uses a scale of 0 to 500
for its mathematics and reading tests.
In 2011, all 50 states and the District
of Columbia participated in the math-

ematics and reading exams.5°

NAEP Scores

In the past 20 years, the average
reading and math scores in Flor-

ida have grown faster than the
national average. In 2013, Florida’s 4th grade
math students ranked 27th in the nation with
an average score of 242, one point above
the national average. Forty-one percent of

Florida’s students scored at or above profi-
ciency, the same as the national average.'

In the same year, Florida’s 8th
grade math students ranked 35th

in the nation with an average
NAEP score of 281, with 31% at or above

proficiency.%? By comparison, the national
average was 284, with 34% at or above profi-

ciency.®?

In 2013, Florida’s 4th grade students
ranked 8th in the nation in reading

with an average score of 227, six
points higher than the national average.** Thirty-
nine percent of Florida’s students scored at

or above proficiency,% as compared to 34%

of students nationwide.¢

During the same year, Florida’s
8th grade students ranked 33rd in
the nation in reading with an
average score of 266, the same as the national
average.®” Thirty-three percent of Florida’s

students scored at or above proficiency,®® as

compared to 32% of students nationwide.®®

NAEP Math and Reading Scores, Florida and the US, by Grade, 1990-2011
Matt i Reading

4th Grade Bth Grade 4th Grade Bth Grade
Florida us Florida us Florida us Florida us

- 213 255 264 - -

214 220 260 268 208 217

- - - - 205 214
224 264 272 - -

- - 208 215
228 - 273 - -

235 271 278
238 274 278

279
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AN  K-12 Spending Per Pupil

For the 2011-12 school year, public Despite occasional income shortfalls,
u schools in FLoripa spent an average Florida’s public elementary and secondary

of $8,436 per student. This is a 6% schools have received a large increase in
decrease over the amount spent in 2010-11 revenue in the past 50 years. Since 1960, real
($8,980).7° By comparison, NATIONAL spend- (inflation-adjusted) spending per student in
ing per student fell 0.5% after adjusting for Florida has increased 242%, compared to
inflation from $10,890 to $10,834.7 272% for the nation as a whole.”?

In the 1969-70 school
year, Florida's per-

student outlays for

K-12 public education
were 15% less than the
national average. By the
2011-12 school year, this
gap had expanded to :‘.‘-
22%.73

Inflation-Adjusted Spending per Pupil

UNITED STATES
FLORIDA

Inflation- Adjusted Spending per Pupil

1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015
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FAMILY

Nationally, the marriage
rate decline has affected
how the “traditional”
American family is de-
fined. In 1960, married
couples made up about
75% of all households.
By 2010, that number
had fallen to 49.7%.7®

49.1%

Marriage Rate (per 1000 population)

FLORIDA

UNITED STATES
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iages in 2011. This translates to a marriage

 rate of 14 marriages per 1,000 population.”

h In 2009—the most recent year
& 1 Z for which national data is avail-

able—Florida’s marriage rate

was 8.8% higher than the national average
of 6.8 marriages per 1,000 population. Florida's
2009 marriage rate was the [2th highest in the
nation.” Florida’s marriage rate has been
above the national average since before
1960.7°

Florida’s highest marriage rate of 11.7 mar-
riages per 1,000 population was achieved in
both 1973 and 1979. Since then, the state’s

marriage rate has fallen by 37%.7”




While many of the costs of divorce are borne by
the divorcing couple, it has been estimated
taxpayers in Florida pay at least $1.95 billion annually in
divorce-related costs. These include anti-poverty
programs, criminal justice costs, education
programs, and lost tax revenues because of
reduced opportunities as a result of being more

likely to live in poverty.®*

= P VL Py |

Divorce Rate (per 1000 population)
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Divorce

In 2009—the most recent year
national data are available—Florida

had 79,900 divorces.”® Florida’s
divorce rate was 4.2 per 1,000 population,
approximately 23.5% higher than the
national average of 3.4, giving it the ninth
highest divorce rate in the nation among the 45
states and the District of Columbia that pro-

vided divorce data that year.8°

In 2012, approximately 81,490 marriages

were dissolved in Florida, down 4% from
84,785 in 2011, for a divorce rate of 45 per
|,000 population. Florida’s divorce rate has
been above the national average for more

than 50 years.®!

Since 1960, Florida's divorce rate rose from
3.9 divorces per 1,000 persons to 7.9 in 1979,
before descending to 4.3 in 2012.8% In 2011,
the average length of marriage before divorce was
10 years.2




Children Affected by Divorce

Perhaps the greatest tragedy of divorce is If none of these divorces had involved a

its effect on the children involved. Since second divorce (or more) for one of the

1998, about 83,000 couples have divorced in parents, almost 800,000 children in Florida

Florida each year, splitting the homes of about have been directly affected by divorce since

53,000 children annuaIIy.85 1998. This, of course, does not include all
the children (and adults) who are indirectly
affected.®®

DIVORCES
— m

CHILDREN AFFECTED BY DIVORCE
W
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Index of Belonging

Index of Belonging and Rejection

In February 2014, Patrick Fagan of the Fam-
ily Research Council published the fourth
annual Index of Family Belonging and
Rejection to measure the social health of
American children. “Belonging” was defined
as the percentage of children ages 15-17 who
had grown up “with both their birth mother
and their biological father legally married

to one another since before or around the
time of the teenager’s birth,” and “rejection”
as the percentage of children in households
where at least one of their biological parents
was no longer in the home. Of the 13.1 million
teens in the United States at the time of the
study (2008-2011), more than 7 million—>54%
—had spent their childhood in without at least
one of their biological parents in an intact family.>”

Despite having a reputation for strong fami-
lies, the southeastern United States—includ-
ing Florida—fared poorly: its score of 40%
means that there were 60% of teens in Florida
(289,000 of 722,000) had not grown up with both
biological parents. Nevertheless, seven other
southern states and the District of Colum-
bia (17%) scored the same or lower than

Florida.%®

The most recent version of the Index also in-
cludes race-specific measures of belonging.
Intact biological families among whites were
less common in Florida (48 %) than the na-
tion as a whole (54%), while the state’s black
population was slightly better off (20%) than

the national average (17%); Hispanics in

Florida (41%) mirrored the national average
of belonging (41%).%

46%
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Births to Unwed Mothers
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Since 1960, the number of births

in Florida that were out of wedlock

jumped from 9.5% to 48% in 2012.
Over the past 50 years, more than 2.2 mil-
lion children in Florida and more than 45
million children nationwide have been born

to an unmarried mother.?!

In 1960, less than 3% of births to white
women in Florida were out of wedlock.
That amount increased thirteen-fold to 42%
of all births by 2012.92 By comparison, the

percentage of births in Florida to non-white

unmarried women increased 126 % from
28% of all births in 1960 to 62% in 2012.%3

While the problem of unwed parents is usu-
ally discussed as it pertains to teenagers,
adult out-of-wedlock births are increasing at a
faster rate than teens. Since 2000, the percent-
age of out-of-wedlock births t0 females ages
15-19 has increased from 80% of all births to 91%
in 2012. By comparison, the percentages of
out-of-wedlock births to women between the
ages of 20-24 has increased from 55% in 2000 to
72% in 2012; and the percentage for women
ages 25-29 increased from 28% in 2000 to
44% in 2012.%4



Abortion Rates (per 1000 Women Age 15-44)

FLORIDA

UNITED STATES

Abortion Rate per 1,000 Women Age 15-34
o
&

1570 1975 1580 1985 1990

STATE OF FLORIDA CULTURAL INDICATORS

Abortion Rates

2000 2005

More than half of pregnancies
m among American women are

unintended, and about four in 10
of these are terminated by abortion. From
1973 to 2008, about 50 million legal abor-
tions have been performed. Forty-five per-

cent of all abortions are to women who have

never married and are not cohabiting.%

According to Florida’s Agency
for Health Care Administration,
there were approximately 76,151
abortions performed in the state in 2012,
or about one abortion for every 2.8 births.*¢ of
the 355,000 abortions performed in Florida

between 2008 and 2012, very few were

performed because of a life-endangering

physical condition (357; 0.1%); a serious
fetal genetic defect, deformity, or abnormal-
ity (2,417; 0.7%); the emotional or psycho-
logical health of the mother (676; 0.2%); or
rape (4,859; 1.4%). Instead, the overwhelming
majority of abortions were either elective (318,107;
89.6%) or for social or economic reasons (27,902;
7.9%).97

In 2008 (the most recent year
7th for which national data are

available), 1.21 million abortions
were performed, down from 1.31 million in
2000. Florida’s abortion rate of 27.2 per 1,000
population of women ages 15-44 was the
seventh highest in the nation, and higher than the
national average (19.6). Florida’s abortion rate
was also higher than its neighboring states
(Alabama, 12.0; Georgia, 19.2).%8

Since 1972—the year before Roe v. Wade
legalized abortion—the national abortion
rate spiked from 13.2 abortions per 1,000
women ages 15-44 to 29.3 in 1980-1981

before declining to 19.6 in 2008. Florida’s

historical abortion rates have mirrored

the national average, jumping from 15.8 in
1973 to 35.9 in 1981, and declining to 21.8 in
2011.9



/NI\N  Single-Parent Families

In 2012, 36% of all Florida The extent to which family composition has
A signal indicator of cultural decline is families with children under changed can be seen using national data
the rise in the number of single-parent the age of 18 were single- from the 1960 census, when 89% of all fami-
families. A growing number of studies parent homes, compared to about 31.2% lies in Florida with children were married
show that virtually every social ill is nationwide.'° couples, 10% were single-parent, female-

directly related to fatherless families.

headed households, and fewer than one per-

Since 1960, the percentage of families cent were male-headed, single-parent house-

headed by a single parent in Florida and the holds. By 2012, only 64% of Florida families
nation as a whole have increased by 260 %

with children were married couples, 29%

5 101
and 255%, respectively. were headed by a single, female parent, and
b 7% were single-parent, male-headed house-

holds.1%?

Single-Parent Families

100%
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Living Arrangements of Children

Living Arrangements of Children
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Since 1960, the percentage of chil-
\ dren in Florida living in two-parent
families declined by 28%, while the

percentage of children living with a single mother
rose by 260%.!0:

In 2012, 36% of children in Florida families
lived in a home with a single biological par-
ent.! Add to this the number of children
who are in married-couple families where
only one biological parent lives, those liv-
ing with a grandparent or relative, those in
institutions or group homes, and Florida has
an remarkable number of children who have
not experienced the stability of the same

two-parent home for their entire childhood.

Nationally, the number of chil-

dren in married, two-parent

families was slightly better
(68%), while the percentage of children in
single-mother families was somewhat lower
(329).105




A Medicaid Benefits

-

Since 1980, inflation-adjusted
Medicaid spending in Florida has
increased 1 455% to almost $17 billion
in 2010. At the same time, the number of
Medicaid recipients increased 650%, from
487,500 in 1980 to almost 3.7 million in
2010.106

Begun in 1970, Medicaid pays for medical

care and nursing home care for the poor.

Much of the growth in Medicaid benefits has
been in the last 10 years. From 2000 to 2010,
the number of Medicaid recipients increased 54%
in Florida, and 51% nationwide. At the same
time, inflation-adjusted spending on Medicaid
increased 71% in Florida and 36% for the rest of

the nation.!?”

In 2010, approximately 65.5 million
Americans received some level of Medicaid

!

assistance, the total cost of which was
approximately $338.8 billion. ¢ Of this
amount, $49 billion was spent on nursing
home care, $38 billion was spent on in-

patient hospital expenses, and $26 billion

g

was spent on prescription drugs.!
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A Medicare

Medicare was established in 1965 as a means Since 1966, enrollment in Medicare In 1999, the Social Security Ad-

of establishing a health insurance program for in Froripa has risen from 11.7% of ministration changed the way in
aged persons to complement the retirement, the state'’s population to 18.7% in which it reported data on recipients
survivors, and disability insurance benefits 2011, an increase of 61%.11! of its medical care programs, making some
under Title IT of the Social Security Act. When NationaLLy, enrollment has comparisons between earlier and later data
it was implemented in 1966, Medicare covered risen from 9.7% to 15.8%, an impossible. Nevertheless, national data show
most persons aged 65 or older. Since then, it has increase of 63%.11 that Medicare payments have rapidly increased.
expanded to include persons entitled to Social Since 1967, the national amount of Medicare

Security or Railroad Retirement disability cash payments has risen from an inflation-

adjusted $29.1 billion in 1967 to almost
billion in 2011, an increase of 1,093%.113

benefits, most persons with end-stage renal dis-

ease, and those with Lou Gehrig's disease.!'®

Medicare

"~ | FLORIDA: ENROLLEES
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“ PAYMENTS
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Sexually-Transmitted Diseases

In women, chlamydial infections,
“ which usually have no symptoms,

may result in damage to a woman’s
reproductive organs, including pelvic in-
flammatory disease (PID)—a major cause of
infertility—ectopic pregnancy, and chronic
pelvic pain.'** Since 1991, Florida’s Chlamydia
infection rate has increased 1,214%, while the
national rate has increased 159%.5 One of the
reasons for these large increases appears to
be because of improvements in screening
techniques.!'® In 2011, Florida had the 28th

highest rate of chlamydia in the nation.!'”

CHLAMYDIA-US
CHLAMYDIA—FLORIDA

GONORRHEA—FLORIDA
GONORRHEA-US

SYPHILIS:—FLORIDA
SYPHILIS-US

While chlamydia has become the

new leader in sexually transmitted

diseases in both Florida and the
United States, gonorrhea and syphilis are on the
decline. As with chlamydia, gonorrhea and
syphilis produce PID, abdominal pain, and
ectopic pregnancies.!® Since 1984, the
gonorrhea infection rate in Florida and the
United States has decreased by 72% and
77%, respectively.!?
Syphilis is a bacterial infection that
is particularly dangerous to unborn
children. If untreated, many chil-
dren of mothers with syphilis are stillborn
or die shortly after birth.!2° Syphilis rates
have fallen by 85% and 71% for the nation
as a whole and Florida, respectively, since
1984. In 2011, Florida had the seventh highest rate
of syphilis in the nation.!!



Human Immunodeficiency
Virus infection (HIV) is a
disease of the immune sys-
tem. While the disease can be
managed through antiretro-
viral therapy, which can help
patients achieve near-normal
life expectancies, there is no
tixe for HIV.2? If left untreat-
it half of all persons
entually developed
une Deficiency
DS) within ten

Syndrome

years of infection.'??

HIV / ATIDS Cases (per 100,000 population)

n

Cases per 100,000 Population

AIDS-US

205
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HIV /AIDS

In 2011, there were 49,273 diagno-
5th ses of HIV infection in the 50 states
and the District of Columbia. Of
these, 5,408 (11%) were in Florida. The rate
of HIV infection in 2011 was [5.8 per |00,000
population nationally and 28.4 in Florida, giv-
ing Florida the fifth highest infection rate in the
nation. Since 1997, the HIV infection rate
has increased 203% nationwide and 114% in

Florida.'**

In 2011, the most common age for new diag-
noses of AIDS was 20-24 years old (36.4 per
100,000 population), followed by 25-29 year
olds (35.2).1%°

At the end of 2010, there were
870,096 persons living with HIV in
the United States. Of these, 94,897
lived in Florida.'26 Nationwide, the
plurality of those living with HIV
are black (43%), followed by whites
(34%) and Hispanics (19%).1%’

Among males, most came into contact with

HIV via male-to-male sexual contact (78%),
injection drug use (6%), or both (4%). For fe-
males, the primary sources of contact were
heterosexual contact (86%) and injection
drug use (14%).'%8

The reason for the increase in AIDS rates

in 1993 is because the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) revised its
AIDS surveillance case definition to include
adolescents and adults with low CD4 (T-cell)
counts, but were not manifesting any signs

of illness.'??



POVERTY AND WELFARE
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Since 1970, the inflation-adjusted, average
household income for Florida residents has
actually decreased 10%, while the national
average has increased almost 15%. In 2012,
the typical Florida household earned $45,040,
while the typical American household earned
$51,73].130

In both Florida and the nation as a whole,
improvements in earnings were greatest
among married-couple families. 1n 2012, the

average married-couple family in Florida

earned $65,932, almost 22% more than in
1970, after adjusting for inflation. By com-
parison, the average American married-cou-
ple family earned $76,035, about 25% more

than in 1970 (after adjusting for inflation).13!




Adequate Housing

POVERTY AND WELFARE

ey

Every two years, the U.S. Census Bureau Another way to measure the adequacy of
conducts a survey of housing units across housing is by rating the quality and safety
the country and in selected metropolitan of their surroundings. In 2009, more than

areas. When it comes to appliances, safety 80% of all homes in the United States were

equipment, and heating, the overwhelming not near vandalized buildings (87%), free
majority of American households have all of of trash or junk on the streets (89%), or not
these conveniences. According to the most near buildings with bars on their windows
recent national survey of housing in 2011, (83%). On the other hand, almost 40%
almost 96% of homes have a fully equipped noted that the streets near their home were
kitchen (including a sink, refrigerator, and in need of at least minor repairs.!3

oven or burner), 93% have at least one work-

ing smoke detector, 42% have at least one Note: The large changes between 1995 and 1997

working carbon monoxide detector, and 90% in the percentages of housing units without van-

have a furnace, hot water or steam system, dalism, barred windows, trash or junk nearby,

or built-in electric heat pump or heater.'® and bad streets are the result of the 1995 survey

data on these factors coming exclusively from

multi-unit housing.

COMPLETE KITCHEN

" \\vo VANDALISM NO TRASHAUNK _~Z—

—

NO BARRED WINDOWS

GOOD STREETS
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OENINEYE  Families in Poverty

Since 1960, the percentage of The Census Bureau updates its estimates

families with children in poverty of poverty annually using the Consumer

has fallen by 40% nationwide. Price Index (CPI-U). The Bureau’s defini-
During this period, the poverty rate tion of poverty counts money income before
among female-headed households has de- taxes and does not include capital gains and
clined by 22%. Since 1974—the first year non-cash benefits, such as public housing,
detailed data are available—the number Medicaid, and food stamps.'3>

of all families in poverty has dropped

two percent, the number of married

couples in poverty has increased 43%,
the number of male-headed households
has increased 58%, and the number of
Marital status is a significant predictor of whether female-headed households in poverty has
a family is in poverty. Compared to married decreased by less than one percent.
couples with children, female-headed households are
more than four times as likely o live in poverty. ' In 2012, about one in every 5.5 families with
o 4 _ children lived at or below the poverty line.
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AFDC / TANF Recipients in Florida

POVERTY AND WELFARE
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Aid to Families with Dependent Children
(AFDC) was a cash assistance program pri-
marily intended for women with children in their
household. m most circumstances, if recipi-

ents married, they would lose their benefits.

Originally called Aid to Dependent Chil-
dren, this program was originally created
under the New Deal to assist widows (or
wives of disabled men) and their children.

It was a Federal-State program, in which the
Federal government generally paid about
80% of the cost for state recipients. With the
advent of the Welfare Reform Act in 1996,
AFDC was replaced with TANF (Temporary

Assistance to Needy Families), which gives

states the flexibility to structure the pro-

gram as they see fit.

After peaking in 1993, the total
u number recipients and children receiving

benefits in Florida dropped 73% and
80%), respectively.'®” Nationally, there were
about 3.8 million TANF recipients in 2013.

This is 73% lower than the 14.2 million indi-
viduals on AFDC in 1993.138

Prior to 1997, the number families receiving
AFDC was not published on a state-to-state

level. Since then, the number of families,

individual recipients, and children on TANF

has dropped by 65%, 73%, and 80%, respec-
139

tively.




POVERTY AND WELFARE

Food Stamps
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The currént food stamp program began <2
as a pilot program in 1961, was made a
permanent program (operated at states’
option) in 1964, and was made a man-

datory program for all states in 1974.
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Since 1980, the inflation-adjusted cost of
the program in Florida and the nation as
a whole has increased by 394% and 208%,

respectively.!4?

In 2012, 47.6 million Americans received
food stamps, at a cost of more than $76 bil-
lion. Of these, 3.5 million were Florida resi-
dents, at a cost of almost $6 billion."! Since_
1970, the number of program participants in
Florida has increased 24,000%, while national
participation has increased almost tenfold
(998%).142

The number of food stamp recipi-
ents in Florida decreased substan-

tially at two points: between 1982
and 1988; and between 1993 and 2000. Since
then, the number of participants has almost
quadrupled, from 882,000 to 3.5 million in
2012, when about one in every 6 Floridians re-

ceived some support from food stamps.'*3

Nationally, the number of pro-

gram participants has increased

177%, from 17.2 million in 2000
to 47.6 million in 2012.* The number of
Americans on food stamps has increased
during this twelve-year period from one in
16 to about one in .14



POVERTY AND WELFARE SSI Benefits

The Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
program provides payments to the aged,
blind, and disabled who are poor. Prior to its
implementation as a Federal program in the
mid-1970s, individual states operated pro-

grams to assist/people in these categories.

Since 1975, the inflation-adjusted cost of SSI

for Florida residents has increased 296%. In_ :

2012, payments to the 527,000 recipiet 7
BT 7 b

SSI in Florida totaled $3.1 billion.146

During the last 30 years, §S1 has changed
from mainly serving elderly individuals to being a
disability program. The largest category of SSI

payments in Florida in 2012 was to Persons

claiming blindness or disability (410,000; 77%).147

RECIPIENTS

Recipients
Current Dollars [Millions)
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POVERTY AND WELFARE School Lunches

The National School Lunch Program
began as a Depression-era program to pro-
vide surplus agricultural commodities to
schools. In 1946, it was made a perma-
nent federal program, and in 1962, funds
were authorized for free and reduced-

price meals. -

- i \

School Lunches During the 2013 school year, approxi- For the 2013 school year, estimates of the
mately 1.6 million Florida public school total cost of the school lunch program in
students were served almost 276 million Florida are $276 million and $11 billion na-

LUNCHES SERVED . ) ) ) ) ) )
free and reduced-priced meals. Nationally, tionwide.!#® Since 1989, the total, inflation-
almost 5.1 billion meals were served adjusted amount spent on school lunches in
during the same school year. Florida and nationwide has increased 156 %
EXPENDITURES - and 9406 150

Since 1989, the number of meals served
in Florida has increased by 51%.14¢

LuwcHES SERVED [MmLLIONS)
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POVERTY AND WELFARE

The State Children’s Health Insurance
Program (SCHIP, also known as the
Children’s Health Insurance Program,
or CHIP), is a program administered

by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services to provide matching
funds to states to help provide health insur-
ance to families with children. 1t was created
in 1997 to assist children in families
with incomes that are low, but too high

to qualify for Medicaid.'>!

SCHIP Benefits Enrollees
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SCHIP Benefits

s 0f 2012, approximately 415,000 chil-
dren in Florida were enrolled in SCHIP, as
compared to more than 8.1 million nation-
wide.!52 The total (inflation-adjusted) Cost of
SCHIP in Florida was $345 miIIion, compared to
$8.4 billion for the nation as a whole.!%3
Since 2000—the earliest year data is avail-
able for both Florida and the nation—enroll-
ment in SCHIP in Florida rose 82%. Nation-
ally, enrollment rose 142%, from 3.3 million

to more than 7.7 million in 2012.1%*
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2005

' State Employees

Since 1990, Florida'’s population has in-
creased by about 49%. At the same time,
the numbers of state and local govern-
ment employees, has increased by 20%

and 38%, respectively. As of November

2013, preliminary data show Florida with
940,200 state and local government workers.
Of these, 205,500 are state and 734,700
are local. It should be noted that local
government employees include teachers

and other public education employees.!%

2010 2015

35

Since 2000, the number of state employees has

declined by 1.9%, while the total number of
local government employees rose by 12.4%, for a

net gain of 9% .15°



BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT

State Budget
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In fiscal year 2013, Florida's combined state
and local expenditures totaled $164.8 billion,
up $110.5 billion since 1992 ($74.4 billion

in inflation-adjusted dollars). Since 1992,

Florida’s total state and local expenditures
have increased 204% (82% after adjusting for

inflation).'®’

In 1992, Florida's combined state and local
budget of $54.3 billion equaled about 19% of
the state’s gross domestic product (GDP) of
$285 billion. By 2013, the estimated budget
of $164.8 billion is 20.5% of the state’s GDP of
$803 billion 152

In 1992, the three largest components of
Florida’s state and local budgets were educa-
tion ($14.9 billion; 27.4%), health care ($8.3
billion; 15.2%), and protection services such
as police, fire, and corrections ($6.4 billion;
11.8%). In 2013, education ($41.2 billion) took
a slightly larger share than in 1992 (25%),

as did health care expenditures ($33 billion;
20%). Protection services remained in third
place with $15.6 billion of the state’s budget
(9.5%).15°




BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT

Unemployment Rate
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Unemployment

Since 1976, the unemployment rates
for the United States and Florida have

closely mirrored each other. As of No-

vember 2013, preliminary data showed
Florida with an unemployment rate of
6.4%, 0.6 percentage points lower than

the national average of 7% .16°

Since August 2006—when Florida’s un-
employment rate was 3.3% —the rate has
climbed 94% and 49% at the national

level 161

Between November 2012 and November
2013, preliminary data show that Florida
gained 183,100 total non-farm jobs, for a
total of 7.6 million jobs.!®2 The sectors with
the greatest gains were construction (7%), trade,
transportation, and utilities (3.7%), and profes-
sional and business services (3.6%), while the

largest loss was in government (-0.5%).163
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Points to Consider

All Roads Lead to Family

(]

One of the most stable
predictors of whether an
individual will become
involved in a crime
is family disruption. »

Vital Statistics & Family

Marriage has a significant effect on mortality
rates. According to a review of the literature
by medical students at Cardiff University

in Wales, mortality rates are generally 10
percent to 15 percent lower among married
adults in seven European countries. The re-
searchers credit the effect of marriage as “a
positive influence on lifestyle,” which leads
to both better mental health and longer life.!

One of the strongest predictors of sexual ac-
tivity and pregnancy among adolescent girls
is whether their biological father lives in the
same house with them. A 2003 study of girls
in both the United States and New Zealand
found that teen pregnancies were seven

to eight times greater among girls whose
fathers were absent early in their child-
hoods and two to three times higher among
those whose fathers were not present later
in their childhood. These results remained
significant even when differences in family

background were controlled for.?

Girls who begin sexual activity at an earlier
age are far more likely to have many sexual
partners, and are more likely to have abor-
tions. According to a representative sample
of 10,000 women between the ages 15 to 44
who participated in the 1995 National Sur-
vey of Family Growth, girls who had volun-

tary sexual activity at ages 13 or 14 had an

average of 13 or more voluntary non-marital
sex partners throughout their lives, while
those who began sexual activity in their 20s
had, on average, less than three partners.
Likewise, nearly 30 percent of those who
became sexually active at age 13 or 14 had
had an abortion, while only 12 percent of
those who began sexual activity at 21 or 22

had had an abortion.?

Crime & Family

One of the most stable predictors of whether
an individual will become involved in a
crime is family disruption, according to a
2005 meta-analysis of over 200 studies by
criminal justice professors Travis Pratt of
Washington State University and Francis

Cullen of the University of Cincinnati.*

Likewise, children raised in single-parent
homes are more likely to be delinquent,
possibly because single-parents, especially
single mothers, expect less of their children,
spend less time monitoring them, and use

less effective techniques to discipline them.®

Fatherhood & Family

According to data from the National Lon-
gitudinal Survey of Youth, the children of
black mothers spend, on average, only 34
percent of their childhood living with both

their biological father and mother, compared
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of two married parents

The absence

in the home is the
primary cause
of children living

in poverty. »

to 72 percent for the children of white moth-

ers and 64 percent for Hispanic mothers.®

More than half of all marriages today are
preceded by cohabitation.” While couples
who cohabit before marriage tend to believe
they are improving their chances for marital
success, a number of studies suggest that co-
habitation increases the odds of divorce by
between 50 percent and 100 percent.® Even
among couples that remain married after
cohabiting, their quality of life—in terms of
marital satisfaction, successful conflict man-
agement, and perceived risk of separation—
was worse than those who had not cohabited

prior to marriage.®

Even though the national marriage rate may
be declining, three of every four marriages
started in 1990 and later have made it to
their tenth anniversary, and more than half
had lasted past their fifteenth anniversary,
according to data posted by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau in May 2011. This is good news,
considering that children tend to copy the

marriage trajectories of their parents.!®

Health & Family

Family structure has a significant effect on
whether teenagers become involved in sub-
stance abuse. According to research exam-

ined by The Heritage Foundation, teens in

intact families were less likely in their later
years to involve themselves in substance
abuse than those in single-parent homes.!!
Other research has found that teenagers in
two-parent families had lower rates of smok-
ing and drinking than those in single-parent

homes.!?

Family structure plays a significant role
when it comes to physical health. According
to a 2009 study conducted by Mary Eliza-
beth Hughes at the Johns Hopkins Bloom-
berg School of Public Health and Lindar J.
Waite at the University of Chicago, people
who get married and stay married tend to
have better health than those who have
never married. At the same time, those who
have ever been divorced have worse health
in terms of depression, mobility limitations,

and chronic conditions.!?

Poverty and Family

The absence of two married parents in the
home is the primary cause of children living
in poverty. According to data from the U.S.
Census’ 2008 American Community Survey,
being raised in a married couple family
reduces the probability that a child will live
in poverty by about 80 percent. In 2008, the
poverty rate for children living with a single
parent was 36.5 percent, while the same rate

for married couples was 6.4 percent. Some
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income of single men is
three-fifths of the median
married-family income;

The median family

for single women, it’s
two-fifths. Even among
single-income married
families, the median family
income is still higher
than that of
unmarried individuals. »

of this effect is due to the fact that single
parents generally have less education than
married couples, but even when families
with identical levels of education are com-
pared, the married poverty rate remained 75

percent lower.

Marriage is a significant predictor of
whether a woman lives in poverty. Women
who are or have ever been married are less
likely to be poor than their peers who have
never married—regardless of race, family
disadvantage, non-marital birth status, or
high-school dropout status. The harmful ef-
fect associated with a disadvantaged family
background is completely offset by marry-

ing and staying married.!®

According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s Cur-
rent Population Survey for 2010, the median
family income of single men is three-fifths
of the median married-family income; for
single women, it's two-fifths. Even among
single-income married families, the median
family income is still higher than that of

unmarried individuals.!®

Finance and Family

On average, married couples have greater
net worth than other household types. Ac-
cording to data collected from the Survey
of Income and Program Participation, the

average net worth of married couples was

$187,100, much higher than cohabitating
couples ($77,000), single-male headed house-
holds ($§92,000), and female-headed house-
holds ($48,700).1”

In the same way, children from single-
parent families are significantly more likely
to achieve less in both education and their
occupations than those from married-couple

families.'®
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What’s Next?

Initial Recommendations

As stated at the outset, State of Florida
Cultural Indicators is intended as a simple,
user friendly, visual presentation of facts
that will hopefully encourage a statewide
conversation on the health of our society
and what is needed to help marriages and
families thrive. Nevertheless, a number of

basic solutions are worth considering.

Begin a statewide conversa-

tion that crosses party, race,
ideology and region. Florida Family
Policy Council and other statewide groups
have initiated conversations, but the dia-
logue must be expanded. The common belief
and focus of such a dialogue would be that
the family is the foundation of society. John
Paul 1T once said, “As goes the family, so
goes the nation and so goes the whole world
in which we live.” Policy makers, media,
entertainment professionals, opinion lead-
ers and faith leaders should be part of this

dialogue.

Build on faith communities.

People of faith, loosely defined, can
contribute greatly to the conversation and
solutions about family fragmentation. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. often said that eleven
o'clock on Sunday morning was the most
segregated hour of the week. Unfortunately,
this is still true for most parts of the state,

but according to the Pew Research Center,

Floridians have a stronger, more active faith
than citizens in many other states. From
city streets to country crossroads, Florida

is home to thousands of vibrant churches
that could be agents of change if we work

together.

Promote marriage as desir-

able and special. A large volume of
research shows that married couples are hap-
pier, healthier and more financially secure.
The children of loving, two-parent families
do better in school, are less likely to experi-
ment with drugs or face other encounters
with the law. Healthy Marriage Initiatives
have been in place in other states for years,
but Florida has yet to take advantage of them.
Tax policy should always be drafted to benefit

married couples and encourage marriage.

Resist divorce as inevitable.

The initial shock of separation need
not lead to dissolution, especially when
children are involved. The effects of divorce
on children are lifelong. Do our state laws
encourage reconciliation (like Parental Di-
vorce Reduction acts) or do they encourage

quick and unilateral divorce with “no fault”?

Teach marriage and parenting
education. Parenting is clearly more
difficult alone. Programs for positive parent-

ing are not a substitute for a spouse, but they
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can be helpful in a society where families do
not enjoy the passing down of lessons from
past generations as they once did. Marriage
and parental education should be encour-
aged by the state. Many people spend years
educating themselves preparing for a career
but how much time do we spend preparing
for the most complex and challenging of all
human relationships—being a spouse or a

parent?

Recognize the fiscal-moral

connection. A recent study con-
ducted by the Institute for American Values
showed that broken families cost taxpayers
and our state government $1.9 billion per
year. There is virtually no state domestic
policy issue which is not directly affected by
the strength and or weakness of marriage

and family structures.

Understand poverty. Poverty

contributes to the fractur-
ing of families and vice versa. To
reverse negative societal trends, Florida
lawmakers and opinion leaders should learn
from those who work with the poor and un-
derstand the survival mentality that blinds
many in our communities to the opportuni-
ties that are available to them. Again, one of
the greatest weapons for fighting poverty is

marriage.
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Core Values

of the Florida Family
Policy Council

FILLORIDA FAMILY
POLICY COUNCIL

For Life, Marriage, Family and Liberty

Florida Family Policy
Council’s Mission

To strengthen Florida’s families through
public policy education, issue research,

and grassroots advocacy.

Support Florida Family
Policy Council

www.FLfamily.org

Life « The Florida Family Policy Council
believes that mankind was created in the
image and likeness of God and therefore
human life is special and sacred. The right
to life is one of the most fundamental of all

political rights.

Marriage « The Florida Family Policy
Council believes that marriage and family
are fundamental to the basic social order of
any civilization and that government has

a compelling interest in the definition and

promotion of marriage as an institution.

Parenting. The Florida Family
Policy Council believes that mothers and
fathers must seek to build character and
teach children the values that are important
to them. Parents should be active, strategic
and loving as they seek to block out the bad
influence and build in good influences into

their children’s lives.

Education. The Florida Family Pol-
icy Council believes that learning is critical
to success in life, and that whether parents
send their children to public, private, or
home-schools, they, and not the state or the
church are ultimately responsible for their
child’s education and so government should
always favor local control of schools over

centralization.

Religious Liberty. the Florida
Family Policy Council believes that religious
liberty is our first liberty and it should be
defended and protected for all citizens of all
faiths.

Commerce. The Florida Family Pol-
icy Council believes that private enterprise,
not government, is the engine of economic
progress. Only people can create wealth.
Government can only redistribute it. Entre-
preneurship and hard work should be taught

as a positive value and celebrated.

Culture. The Florida Family Policy
Council believes that there are strong rela-
tionships between politics, policy, culture
and faith. In the same way we need clean
air and water, families also deserve a clean
society that treasures life, truth, justice and

beauty.

Faith. Believing that God is the author
of life, liberty and the family, the Florida
Family Policy Council promotes the Chris-
tian worldview as the basis for a just, free
and stable society. Religious liberty is one of
our first liberties and should be defended for

all citizens and all faiths.
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FLORIDA FAMILY
POLICY COUNCIL

For Life, Marriage, Family and Liberty

4853 S. Orange Avenue, Suite C, Orlando, FL 32806
407-251-5130 [TEL.]  407-251-0023 [FAX]

A digital version of this document designed for viewing on [=];

electronic tablets or computers may be found at www.FLfamily.org.

Revisions and additions to this research will be posted there as well.



